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Randall, James W 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Tess, Caroline 
Friday, September 28, 2012 10:59 AM 
Pelofskv, Eric J 
FW: 

 

 

      

      

From: Ryu, Rexon Y 
Sent: Friday, September 28, 2012 10:46AM 
To: Rice, Susan E (USUN) 
Cc: Pelton, Erin; Tess, Caroline  
Subject: RN: 

SBU 
This email is 

From: Rhodes, 
Sent: Friday, 
To: imatt.olser0 
Cc: Brennan, 
Subject: RE: 

UNCLASSIFIED. 

B6 B6 B3 NSA 

NSA 

NSA 

Benjamin 3. [mailto:Benjamin_J._Rhodes(  
September 28, 2012 10:43 AM 

B6 — 

B3 
B6 

B3 NSA 
B6 

McDonough, Denis R.; Robert.Cardillo michaejm( 
ohn 0 • nichoirq 	Shawn.Turner  Ryu, Rexon Y 

B5 	B6 

B6 	 B6 
From: matt.olsen 
Sent: Friday, 
To: McDonough, 
Cc: Brennan 

B3 NSA 
B6 

B3 NSA 
B6 

B3 
B6 

mailto:matt.olsen 
September 	8, 2012 10:40 AM 

Denis R.; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Robert. michaejm( 
John C) • nichnir6 	Shawn.Turner ryury@state.gov  

Subject: 
B5 	B6 

All — FYI. 

REVIEW AUTHORITY: Archie Bolster, Senior Reviewer 
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B5 

From: McDonough, Denis R. fmailto:Denis R. McDonough( 	  
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 10:09 PM 
To: Matthew G. Olsen; Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Robert Cardillo; MICHAEJM 
Cc: Brennan, John 0.; Nicholas J Rasmussen; Shawn S Turner; ryury@state.gov  
Subject: RE: FOX News: US officials knew Libya attack was terrorism within 24 hours, sources confirm 

B6 

B3 NSA 	 
B6 From: matt.olseng 	:mailto:matt.olsen( 	 

Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 8:33 PM  
To: Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Robert.Cardillo 	McDonough, Denis R.; michaejm(-  
Cc: Brennan, John 0.; nichojr Shawn.Turner( 	ryury©state.gov   
Subject: RE: FOX News: US officials knew I 

B6
ihva attack was terrorism within 24 hours, 

B6 

  

B6 

B3 NSA 
B6 

B3 NSA 
B6 

  

sources confirm 

B6 
From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Benjamin J. Rhodes( 	  
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 8:15 PM 
To: Robert Cardillo; McDonough, Denis R.; Matthew G. Olsen; MICHAEJM 
Cc: Brennan, John O.; Nicholas J Rasmussen; Shawn S Turner; 'ryury@state.gov' 
Subject: Re: FOX News: US officials knew Libya attack was terrorism within 24 hours, sources confirm 
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B5 

B3 NSA 

From: Robert.Cardilloq 	[mailto:Robert.CardilloC 	 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 08:03 PM 	

B6 

To: Rhodes,  Benjamin J.; McDonough, Denis R.; matt.olsen(i_ 	<matt.olsen( 
B6 	 B6 

B3 NSA 

B6 
; michaejm  

—B3 NSA 
B6 

  

    

B3 NSA 
B6 
B3 NSA 
B6 
B3 NSA 
B6 

<michaejmq 	> 
Cc: Brennan, John O.; nichojrC 	<nichojrq 	; Shawn.Turne0 	<Shawn.Turner( 
rvury@state.gov  <ryury@state.gov> 
Subject: Re: FOX News: US officials knew Libya attack was terrorism within 24 hours, sources confirm 

From: Rhodes, Benjamin J. [mailto:Benjamin J. Rhodes(- 	 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 07:56 PM 	 
To: McDonough, Denis R. <Denis R. McDonough(' 	); Robert Cardillo; Matthew G. Olsen; MICHAEJM 	B6 
Cc: Brennan, John 0. <John 0. Brennan( 

	 >; Nicholas J Rasmussen; Shawn S Turner; 'ryury@state.gov' 
	

B6 
<ryury@state.gov> 
Subject: RE: FOX News: US officials knew Libya attack was terrorism within 24 hours, sources confirm 

B6 

B3 NSA 
B6 

B3 NSA 
From: McDonough, Denis R. 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 7:52  PM 
To: McDonough, Denis R.; 'Robert.Cardillo( 	 'matt.olsen 	; 'michaejm 
Cc: Brennan, John 0.; 'nichojrC 	'Shawn.Turner 	'ryury@state.gov' 
Subject: RE: FOX News: US officials knew Libya attack was terrorism within 24 hours, sources 

B6 

B6 

confirm 

B6 

Rhodes, Benjamin J. 

B3 NSA 
B6 

	 _B3 NSA B6_ 
From: McDonough, Denis R. 	 B6 
Sent: Thursday, Se tember 27, 2012 7:49 PM  
To: 'Robert.Cardill  mattolsen0 	michaejm(  
Cc: Brennan, John O.; nichojrC 	Shawn.Turner( 	ryury@state.gov  
Subject: RE: FOX News: US officials knew Libya attack was terrorism within 24 hours, sources confirm 

B6 

  

 

B3 NSA 
B6 
B3 NSA 
B6 
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B5 

http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/politics/2012/09/some-administration-officials-were-concerned-about-initial-white-

house-push-blaming-benghazi-attack-on-mob-video/  

Sep 27, 2012 6:13pm 

Some Administration Officials Were Concerned About Initial White House Push Blaming Benghazi Attack on Mob, 

Video 

Even before Defense Secretary Leon Panetta contradicted the initial story about the attack on the U.S. consulate in 

Benghazi, Libya, today, Obama administration officials told ABC News they were concerned after the White House began 

pushing the line that the attack was spontaneous and not the work of terrorists. 

Events were too uncertain, and suspicions had been aroused, officials said. 

Panetta today said that the attack that killed four Americans on the anniversary of 9/11 was not only carried out by 

terrorists — it was pre-meditated. 

"As we determined the details of what took place there and how that attack took place," Panetta told reporters, "it 

became clear that there were terrorists who had planned that attack." 

The White House first suggested the attack was spontaneous — the result of an anti-Muslim video that incited mobs 

throughout the region. 

"Let's be clear, these protests were in reaction to a video that had spread to the region," White House press secretary 

Jay Carney said on September 14. 

When ABC News pressed Carney on whether that included the Benghazi attack, in which U.S. Ambassador Chris Stevens 

and three other American men were killed, Carney said, "we certainly don't know. We don't know otherwise. We have 

no information to suggest that it was a preplanned attack." 

On THIS WEEK on September 16, U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice said, "our current best assessment, 

based on the information that we have at present, is that, in fact, what this began as, it was a spontaneous – not a 

premeditated – response to what had transpired in Cairo. In Cairo, as you know, a few hours earlier, there was a violent 

protest that was undertaken in reaction to this very offensive video that was disseminated. We believe that folks in 

Benghazi, a small number of people came to the embassy to – onto the consulate, rather, to replicate the sort of 

challenge that was posed in Cairo. And then as that unfolded, it seems t6 have been hijacked, let us say, by some 

individual clusters of extremists who came with heavier weapons... And it then evolved from there." 

White House officials acknowledge that assessments have changed over time as intelligence has been confirmed, but 

they insist that no information was given in bad faith and there was no attempt to downplay the attack. 

But sources told ABC News that intelligence officials on the ground immediately suspected the attack was not tied to the 

movie at all. The attackers knew where to get Ambassador Stevens after he'd fled to a so-called safe house half a mile 

away. That building was hit with insurgent mortars — suggesting the terrorists knew what they were doing. 
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As of Thursday afternoon, officials from the Obama administration were not even 100 percent certain that the protest of 

the anti-Muslim film in Benghazi occurred outside the U.S. diplomatic post. 

In a closed-door briefing with top officials, Director of National Intelligence James Clapper described the mortar attack 

on the safe house as suggesting that the terrorist attack was one of opportunity, not pre-meditation, since the mortars 

were not used to attack the consulate earlier in the day. 

Campaigning in Virginia Beach today, President Obama seemed eager to paint the terrorist threat as waning. "Al Qaeda's 

on the path to defeat," he said. "Bin Laden is dead." 

But the Daily Beast's Eli Lake on Wednesday reported that intelligence officials said "the early information was enough 

to show that the attack was planned and the work of al Qaeda affiliates operating in Eastern Libya." "There was very 

good information on this in the first 24 hours," one of the officials told Lake. "These guys have a return address. There 

are camps of people and a wide variety of things we could do." 

It's certainly possible that intelligence officials wouldn't want the terrorists to know that the U.S. knew about them, but 

that does beg the question as to why White House officials seemed to strongly suggest the attack was merely the work 

of an unruly mob. 

President Obama has repeatedly said the investigation is on to find the killers and bring them to justice. But as first 

reported by CNN, ABC news has learned that the FBI — which has been dispatched to Libya to take the lead in the 

investigation — has not even reached Benghazi yet. 

This is largely due to safety concerns. Indeed, as of Thursday, senior State Department officials said that the diplomatic 

presence in Libya — which was already down to emergency-level staffing — would be further reduced. 

B3 NSA 
B6 

From: Robert.Cardilloc 	fmailto:Robert.CardilloCE 
Sent: Thursday 	 Sentemher 27, 2012 7:47 PM 	B6 
To: matt.olsenC. 	; McDonough, Denis R.; michae'm 	 
Cc: Brennan, John 0.; nichojr4 	Shawn.Turner 	jryury@state.gov   
Subject: Re: FOX News: US officials knew Libya attack was terrorism within 24 hours, sources confirm 

B6 
B3 NSA 
B6 

B3 NSA 
B6 

B3 NSA 
B6 

From: Matthew G. Olsen 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 12:12  PM 
To: Robert Cardillo; Denis R. McDonoughd 	 <Denis R. McDonough 	; MICHAEJM 
Cc: 1John_0._Brennan 	 <John 0. Brennan( 	 >; Nicholas 3 Rasmussen 

B6 

UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2012-38774 Doc No. C05415305 Date: 05/07/2014 

B6 
B6 

B6 



UNCLASSIFIED U.S. Department of State Case No. F-2012-38774 Doc No. C05415305 Date: 05/07/2014  

B5 

Subject: RE: 

All - 

- - - _ - 
From: Robert Cardillo 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 11:23 AM 
To: 'Denis_R._McDonoyahC 	 , MICHAEJM 
Cc: 'John_0._Brennan 	 Matthew G. Olsen; Nicholas J Rasmussen 
Subject: Re: FOX News: US officials knew Libya attack was terrorism within 24 hours, sources confirm 

From: McDonough, Denis R. [mailto:Denis R. McDonough0 
	

B6 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 10:57 AM 
To: Robert Cardillo; MICHAEJM 
Cc: Brennan, John 0. <John 0. Brennanc 	 
Subject: FW: FOX News: US officials knew Libya attack was terrorism within 24 hours, sources confirm 

Hey, guys, 

From: Velz, Peter 
	

B3 CIA PERS/ORG 
Sent: Thursday, September 27, 2012 10:15 AM 
To: DL-WHO-Press; Alhassani, Mehdi K.; Arguelles, Adam; Barkoff, Kendra; Bartoloni, Kristen; Bates, Andrew J.; 
Beechem, Stephanie; 	 Borrin, Danielle; Bradsher, Tanya; Buffa, Nikki; Canegallo, Kristie A.; Carney, Jay; 
Chen, Hillary; Childress, Mark; C oud, Donald; Cloud, Rosye B.; 	 Dean, Laura; Earnest, Joshua R.; Evans, 
Bess; Favreau, Jon; Finer, Jonathan J.; Gelman, Jeffrey D.; Gottlieb, Mike; Govashiri, Ferial; Hankins, Hannah R.; Hayden, 
Caitlin; Holzer, Benjamin; Hughes, Caroline; Inouye, Shin; Jenkins, Brad; Kahan, Alex; Keenan, Cody; Kolachalam, 
Namrata; Lee, Jesse C.; Lepow, Brandon D.; Lundeberg, Greta; McDonough, Denis R.; McKeon, Brian P.; O'Connor, Kyle; 
Ortiz, Michael; Papas, Nick; Pfeiffer, Dan; Phillips, Macon; Platkin, Alex; Prescott, Jeffrey; Rakestraw, London; Rangel, 
Antoinette N.; Ratner, Stephen (Intern); Rhodes, Benjamin J.; Richardson, Karen E.; Rodriguez, Miguel; MacFarquhar, 
Rory; Ruemmler, Kathryn H.; Ruiz, Ria; Sahgal, Rishi R.; Selak, Dawn; 	 ; Sheehy, Kathleen; Smith, 
Jamie; Szuplat, Terry; Traber, Alexandra; Updegrove, Laura; Velz, Peter; Vietor, Tommy; Vinograd, Samantha; Wozniak, 
Natalie S.; 	  Abizaid, Christine; Bernstein, Jarrod; Berschinski, Rob; Chadda, Nitin; Citrin, Ruth; Lehrich, 
Matt; Lowry, Keri M.; Matusiak, Ari; Moussavian, Roxana; 	 Power, Samantha J.; Rand, Dafna; Samuels, 
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B3 CIA PERS/ORG 

Jonathan D.; Simon, Steven; Smith, Jamie; Withers, Anne; August, Hannah; 	 ; Blake, Randy; Brenna , John 
0.; Burke, Jordan: Carroll. Bradley; Curtis, Colleen; Espinel, Zulima; Gorsky, Rachel; Haines, Avril; Jones, Corey; Jones, 
Nate; 	 ; McCullough, Victoria; Plouffe, David; Ricchetti, Steven; Stevens, Clark; Wiktorowicz, Quintan 
Subject: FOX News: US officials knew Libya attack was terrorism within 24 hours, sources confirm 

http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/09/27/us-officials-knew-libya-attack-was-terrorism-within-24-hours-sources-

confirm/  

US officials knew Libya attack was terrorism 
within 24 hours, sources confirm 
Published September 27, 2012 
FoxNews.com  

URGENT: U.S. intelligence officials knew from Day One that the assault on the U.S. Consulate in Libya was a terrorist attack and 
suspected Al Qaeda-tied elements were involved, sources told Fox News -- though it took the administration a week to acknowledge it. 

The account conflicts with claims on the Sunday after the attack by U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice that the 
administration believed the strike was a "spontaneous" event triggered by protests in Egypt over an anti-Islam film. 

Sources said the administration internally labeled the attack terrorism from the first day to enable a certain type of policy response, and 
that officials were looking for one specific suspect. 

In addition, sources confirm that FBI agents have not yet arrived in Benghazi in the aftermath of the attack. 

Read more: http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2012/09/27/us-officials-knew-libya-attack-was-terrorism-within-24-hours-sources-
confirmt#bczz27oBxvsDz   
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